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CABIN REPORT
By Kathy Disney

The Professional Loadmaster Association (PLA) was formed in the State 
of Washington as an active membership organization for an exclusive 
group of professionals recognized as Loadmasters.  The PLA is organized 
and governed by a duly-elected Executive Committee of past and present 
Loadmasters.  In March 1997, the State of Washington issued a Certifi cate 
of Incorporation declaring the Professional Loadmaster Association a 
nonprofi t organization.  PLA membership is comprised of and limited to 
current and former military and civilian Loadmasters who have fl own as an 
Aircraft Loadmaster performing aircrew duties on transport aircraft.  The 
association’s principal reason for being is for the benefi t of all Loadmasters 
and their families.  The core values of the association are the Flag of the 
United States, Our Self-confi dence, and Our Empathy for each other.  Its 
basic mission is to guide the membership in solidarity, facilitate trust and 
mutual respect for one another, and inspire personal growth and the pursuit 
of a purposeful sense of vision for the future of the PLA.  The association 
shall establish scholarship and grant programs to benefi t Loadmasters and their 
family members.  Reunions and meetings shall be scheduled and arranged 
so as to provide maximum participation and productive feedback to as many 
members as practical.  A newsletter titled “The Loader” shall be published 
three times a year to inform membership of Loadmaster participation within 
the airlift community and the association’s current & future business activities.  

 Hey Load!…Vote!  Vote!  Vote!  It’s 
election time!  Please take the time to 
fi ll out your ballot either electronically 
or paper copy and send in before 
the deadline.  I don’t know if this 
will be my last Cabin Report or not, 
but with the elections, I have spent 
some time refl ecting on the past fi ve 
years and what we, as a professional 

organization, have accomplished, and it’s been a lot!  But there 
is still more I’d like to see happen.  For example, this is the third 
year for the annual CMSgt William “Bill” Cannon Loadmaster 
of the Year Award.  Perhaps this will be the fi rst year we get 
submissions from all 13 Chapters, our overseas Loadmasters as 
well as civilian Loadmasters.  Ideally, each Chapter will have a 
winner in each category and submit those names to National to 
compete.  I would also like to see this award in an AFI and be 
fully recognized by the Air Force.  There is a street named after 
Chief Cannon, a bench at the National Museum of the Air Force 
dedicated to Bill… why not the Loadmaster of the Year Award 
in an AFI such as AMCI 36-2806?  I believe it can happen!  
Reminder: Award submission deadline is March 31, 2019.  
Please see our website https://www.loadmasters.com/contact
for more information.  Nominee packages can be sent directly 
to Kyle Disney, who chairs the committee, at disneyc17@
yahoo.com.  Another area I’d like to see through is with our 
membership database.  Someday I hope to see it fully automated 
through our website so each member can maintain their own 
information.  Ryan Lockhart created our website and Andrew 
Lloyd continues to manage and update it.  Our next step is to 
get the website functioning in a way each member can manage 
their own account.  With the use of a username and password, 
members should be able to login to update contact information, 
renew memberships, locate other members and access “member 
only” information.  I wish I was more tech savvy to make this 
happen, but with the help of many volunteers, we continue 
to lean in that direction.  Another reminder: Scholarships 
are due April 1, 2019.  Jim Engelker has been running the 
Scholarship Committee for longer than I can remember.  A huge 
thank you for leading this very important committee! Please 
see https://www.loadmasters.com/scholarships for additional 
scholarship information.  Other areas I have refl ected on, is our 
amazing heritage and appreciation for those who share their 
stories at our Gatherings.  Ray Snedegar, Charlie Armistead, 
Ralph Bemis, the Calvary men, and Ron Sharp, thank you for 
your support, your service, and for sharing your stories!  I have 
a huge appreciation for you!  I know these heritage stories will 
continue and grow and I look forward to hearing them.  I’m 
also amazed (but not surprised) with the General Offi  cers and 
other AF leadership who continue to support the PLA.  It says 
a lot about us!  And, to all of you, thank you for continuing to 
support this professional organization!  Whether this is my last 

Cabin Report, or you get four more years of me, it’s been an 
amazing journey.  I appreciate all of you and look forward to 
seeing where the future takes this organization… Load Clear!



Volume 22 Issue 1 Page 3East Coast VP, Treasurer & Secretary Report

Cover Photograph: TSgt Justin Bates a 732nd AS Load-
master and volunteer fireman (guided by 732nd AS Instruc-
tor Loadmaster TSgt Brittney Kelly, not shown) drives a 
Sutphen Aerial 95 Ladder Fire Truck onto a C-17.  The fire 
truck was donated by the Hamilton Township, District 8 
Fire Department, to the volunteer fire department in Ma-
nagua, Nicaragua. (USAF photo by SSgt Sean M. Evans)

East Coast Vice President

PLA Secretary

Kent Brown, East Coast VP - What’s it going to take?  To get you 
and all the other Loadmasters in this organization energized and 
ready to move forward and to get all 14 chapters productive and 
active.  Every month at the Liberty Chapter meeting, I ask those 
present how to get more Loads active and involved.  I know some 
chapters have mostly retirees involved, like the Liberty Chapter.  
We just can’t seem to get the active duty Loads to come out once 
a month for breakfast and a meeting, or several times a year for 
gatherings with free food and drink.  Some chapters are just the 
opposite, where your meetings are full of active Loads and few 
retiree’s.  I don’t know how to get a balance.  That’s why I am 
asking you to give us some ideas on what you want or have done 
to get members, or any Loadmaster involved with your chapter.  
One thing that chapter officers or any member wanting to get 
your local chapter up & active again can do, is get your chapter 
info to the PLA webmaster, Andrew Lloyd: load.webmaster@
gmail.com.  On the website, 6 chapters have no information and 
information for the other 8 is outdated.  Give him something to 
put there, contact info, where you meet or what kind of interest 
there is in your area.  Please get that information to him.  Also, 
the Northwest Chapter and others who will be hosting the GOL, 
get your contact info, event & hotel registration, dates etc. to 
Andrew soon and update the website often, to keep Loadmasters 
informed.  On another subject, I’m looking for any papers, CD’s, 
or other media that has the beginnings of the PLA.  Did you help 
Bill Cannon get our organization going and have stuff in storage 
that would help us with the history of the PLA?  Who has the 
original artwork for the logos, the round patch and wings?  Please 
get it out and contact me, I’ll pay shipping.  Let me know your 
ideas to get all Loadmasters involved and help our organization 
grow.  Thanks.  I can be contacted at: heyload@comcast.net.

RENEWAL NOTICE:  PLEASE RESPOND TO YOUR 
ELECTRONIC OR MAILED LETTER if you desire to 
remain an active member and continue receiving “The 
Loader” newsletter.  There are only two ways to join or 
renew membership.  The first way is by mail to the P.O. Box.  
If you renew by mail PLEASE DO NOT send your renewal 
to the Secretary home address in Iowa; it will be delayed.  I 
have to forward it to the PLA P.O. Box so it can be deposited 
in the account.  The second  way is to pay is online thru 
PayPal.  When paying by PayPal, print and save your receipt 
to confirm your payment in case a question should arise.

Treasurer Report
Chris Dockery, Treasurer - As of February 21, 2019 the 
Professional Loadmaster Association has a total of $1,807.47 in 
checking and $24,244.53 in savings.  Total Assets $26,052.00.

ELECTRONIC “THE LOADER”:  Thank you to the 127 
stateside and 6 overseas members, who have agreed to accept 
“The Loader” electronically.  You have saved the association 
postage costs.

MOVING?

IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO MOVE OR TRANSFER, 
PLEASE SEND US YOUR CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
AND NEW CONTACT INFORMATION AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE.  We cannot get your “The Loader” newsletter to 
you or make contact if we don’t know where you are.  Send an 
e-mail to buildsmall2@mac.com or thru www.loadmasters.com 
at CONTACT US or leave a free two minute message at 1 (800) 
239-4524.  Remember to speak slowly and distinctly, so we can 
copy your information down.

PLA MEMBERSHIP

PLA Membership as of Feburary 1, 2019

Total Active Members:  903  (10 Lost Loads)

( 10 ) New members listed since the November 2018 issue

(*Denotes Life Member)

October 

Lawley, Madison Vacaville, CA
Stacy, Jessica Sherwood, AR
Williams, Jesse Fairfield, CA

November

*Byrd, Melvin Roy, WA
Greca, Curtis Fairborn, OH
LaFever, Matthew Abilene, TX

December

*Doiron, Kenneth F. Oklahoma City, OK
Preston, Kenneth Abilene, TX
Sepulveda, Angel Miami, FL
*Thurgood, Craig C. Roy, UT

January

None

( 3 )  LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

*Cummings, Christopher New Windsor, NY Dec
*Kaupa, Erik Rio Rancho, NM Jan
*Switser, Michael A. Cabot, AR Dec
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“The Loader” Editor
 Bill Weeper, “The Loader” Editor - Thank you to all the chapters 
who submitted articles and photographs for this issue of “The 
Loader.”  Cale Kolasa gave us an update on the Basic Loadmaster 
Course.  Dave Grant attended and wrote an article on a recent 
Info Share conference, the Aviation industry’s semi-annual 
meeting to improve Aviation Safety.  Doug Gardiner provided a 
Task Force 1 update.  Continuing the civilian Loadmaster series, 
Dave Bell wrote a fi ne article about The Airline Professional 
Loadmaster: "Evolution of the Loadmaster."  We have some 
information about the 2019 Gathering of Loads, including hotel 
info, paper registration form, schedule of events and TDY/PTDY 
letter.  Jim Engelker has improved the Scholarship Application 
Form.  As always we would like to thank our long-time sponsor, 
Larry Crain, for advertising the “Loadmaster Toolkit” again in 
this issue of  "The Loader."  For those of you who know anyone 
who would like to advertise in “The Loader” please have them 
get in touch with me at weeperjr@satx.rr.com.  Advertisements 
will help defer the cost of printing “The Loader.”  A full page 
advertisement is $500.00, a 1/2 page is $250.00, a 1/4 page is 
$125.00 and a Business Card size is $100.00.  As a last note 
please take a look at http://www.cafepress.com/loadmasters and 
https://plaload.qbstores.com/all_products.html?OC=SF7606
on the PLA main webpage for new PLA merchandise.  Kathy 
Disney established the Cafe Press site and Kent Brown 
established the Liberty Chapter store.  Once you are at the 
PLA main webpage you can click on either of the two links at 
the bottom of the page to bring you to the merchandise sites.

Webmaster

Andrew Lloyd, Webmaster - If you have any recommendations to make the 
PLA website better, you can contact me at: andrew85.lloyd@gmail.com.

BLM Update
Cale Kolasa, Basic Loadmaster Course - Greetings from Joint 
Base San Antonio-Lackland, home of the Basic Loadmaster 
Course (BLM) and the Career Enlisted Aviator Center of 
Excellence.  This past year has been busy.  Our Cadre grew to 
16 instructors consisting of 12 active duty, 3 Reservists, and 1 
Civilian.  This group brings expertise in Legacy C-130, C-130J, 
HC-130J, C-17A, C-5M, C-141, and MC-130H.  Together these 
instructors taught 48 classes, logged a combined total of 10,368 
hours of instruction, and pinned the wings on 535 graduates.  
Additionally, they taught 12 international partner students 
hailing from Poland, Norway, Indonesia, Kuwait, France and 
Sweden; and for the fi rst time in fi ve years accepted 30 active 
duty cross trainees.  In conjunction with the 2018 student load, 

( 18 ) IN–ACTIVE MEMBERS listed since November 2018 
issue

Baechle, Michael Valparaiso, IN Dec
Barnum, Michael T. Yorktown, VA Sep
Browne, Reginald Jacksonville, FL Nov
Cliff ord, Carroll Vacaville, CA(PAP) Nov
Flores, Guadalupe San Antonio, TX(Alamo) Nov
Gast, Stephen E. Hernando, MS Sep
Hernandez, Kyle N. Charleston, SC(SE) Sep
Howell, Dillon Firth, ND Oct
Livingston, John San Antonio, TX(Alamo) Dec
Lloyd, Andrew M. Tacoma, WA(NW) Sep
Miklusicak, Chad Scott AFB, IL(Gate) Oct
Pearl, John Beckley, WV Nov
Ottati, Joseph Schenectady, NY Oct
Patterson, Charles Roy, WA(NW) Nov
Patterson, Jennifer Edwards, CA(PAP) Dec
Skurow, Marc D. Millersville, MD(FS) Sep
Vieria, Lucille J. Abilene, TX(BC) Sep
Walker, Renee Vacaville, CA(PAP) Sep

94 MEMBERS DID NOT RENEW IN 2018

67 MEMBERS DID NOT RENEW IN 2017

86 MEMBERS DID NOT RENEW IN 2016

247 TOTAL NON RENEWALS

LOST LOAD CANDIDATES:  If your “The Loader” newsletter 
is returned to the association by the Post Offi  ce, for whatever 
reason, they charge the PLA for the return.  When trying to 
contact you for new information and we fi nd your phone is no 
longer in service and you also have a bad e-mail address, YOU 
WILL BE PLACED ON THE LOST LOAD LISTING.

LOST LOADS ( 10 ):  If you know any of the Lost Loads please 
contact us or have them contact us with their current contact 
information.

*Denotes Life Member –– Last address, month and year when 
they became lost.

*Branski, John L. Tacoma, WA  Nov 2011
*Clay, Christopher S. Arlington, VA  Nov 2011
*Downey, Daniel  Abilene, TX  Jul 2012
*Knight, Josh  Fort Mill, SC  Nov 2016
*Kubik, Donald B. Warner Robins, GA Mar 2016
*Langenstein, Jack L. Summerville, SC  Jul 2014
*Lewis, James  Palmdale, CA  Jul 2016
*Piasecki, Michael L. Lake City, FL  Jul 2016
*Strader, Tony E. APO AE   Nov 2011
*Terrell, David L. APO AE   Nov 2015
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the BLM cadre went through a course rewrite at the beginning 
of the year.  The course removed the Airdrop portion of training 
and increased the systems lessons.  The rewrite took the course 
from four blocks to five and is designed to produce a better 
three-level Loadmaster to the FTUs.  The course currently 
stands at 24 academic days in which students learn career 
progression, aircraft systems, WAM calculations and Form F, 
advanced weight and balance formulas, cargo handling, area 
and PSI, culminating with them loading vehicles and pallets 
using a forklift and K-Loader on our static C-130, all while 
having to maintain at least an 85% academic average.  Finally, 
we saw the retirement of Mr. Don Sawyer.  His impact on the 
Loadmaster career field over 27 years at BLM was legendary, 
much like his stories.  Similar to 2018 our cadre will be busy in 
2019.  We are anticipating an increased student throughput up to 
642 and are working to integrate virtual reality training into our 
course.  The future of BLM is exciting, and hopefully it will not 
be another four years before another update…LOAD CLEAR!

InfoShare Conference
Dave Grant (Editors Note: Dave was sponsored by the Profes-
sional Loadmaster Association in 2018 to attend the InfoShare 
conference and submitted the following report) - InfoShare:  
The Aviation industry’s semi-annual meeting to improve Avi-
ation Safety - InfoShare is the aviation industry’s semi-annual 
safety conference which provides a confidential space to share 
safety information, best practices, and network opportunities 
between carriers, mechanics, dispatchers, airline management, 
and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).  This confer-
ence is born from the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) 
Title 14, Chapter 1, Subchapter A, Part 5 of the Code of Federal 
Regulation (CFR), Safety Management Systems (SMS).  The 
FAA created the SMS program based on the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) Annex 19, Safety Management.  
As the air transportation system consists of many components, 
this one conference allows for a meeting of everyone to present, 
discuss, network, and improve the effectiveness of the aviation 
industry.  Throughout the diverse range of roles needed to make 
the aviation industry get airplanes into the sky, the level of risk 
assumed by each varies based on how close they are to the air-
plane being operated.  Therefore, it is the aircrew who accepts 
the final risk of whatever flight they embark on, and InfoShare 
focuses on managing that risk through a lesson-learned format.  
In our contribution, we saw the impact of unmitigated risk in the 
loss of National Air Cargo Flight 102 on April 29, 2013 over Ba-
gram Air Base.  This mishap highlighted the critical nature of a 
‘Loadmaster,’ no matter what it is called in the commercial avi-
ation industry.  The investigation highlighted how our position 
is critical to safety as the duties transcend beyond the aircraft 
and into manuals, regulations, multiple agencies, oversight of 
various operations, and policies.  As mentioned above, the atten-
dance at InfoShare provides the benefit of networking within the 
industry.  For example, how an airline deals with a third party 
vendor that accepts packages for carriage from the customer, is 
a big concern.  Another challenge is how does a load planner en-
sure the accuracy of an aircraft’s weight and balance?  Then the 

Task Force 1 Update

load planner sends the takeoff and landing data to the aircraft’s 
computer, from an office over a thousand miles away, without 
ever meeting the aircrew or stepping foot on the airplane.  One 
example of networking is Ms. Nicole Elissami, the Internal 
Evaluation Program Coordinator for Key Lime Air.  Key Lime 
Air is a small air carrier operating Fairchild Metroliners, Em-
braer Brasilia, and Dornier 328 aircraft out of Colorado.  They 
operate as a small feeder airline for UPS and provides charter 
passenger service.  The issues they have are similar issues to 
military operations:  inaccurate weight and balance, violation of 
regulations and policies, how to improve the process of moving 
cargo and passengers by air.  Even if our aircraft and operating 
environment are vastly different, the basis of the safety con-
cerns are the same.  Therefore, our sharing of best practices and 
techniques would not have been possible if the industry had not 
developed the conference we were both attending - InfoShare.  
Another example is the mobility devices which are similar to 
the electric scooters and wheelchairs.  Some of these are to be 
partially disassembled, and by whom?  The owner or the ramp 
agent?  And should the battery be removed or kept installed?  In 
one example, a battery which should have been removed per the 
manufacturer's and FAA guidance was not, and the device was 
left on throughout the flight.  The result was a lucky one where 
the device did not power the wheels, the battery did not over-
heat, and the only issue was it needed to be charged so it could 
be used by the owner.  InfoShare has been described as being 
a very academic conference, and it lives up to the billing as a 
whole notebook of ideas can be generated from the sharing of 
ideas to prevent a mishap from occurring.  The cost incurred for 
attending InfoShare includes transportation, lodging, and meals.  
The conference itself is no-charge, but you must be ‘accepted’ 
to attend.  This is because InfoShare is an invitation-only event 
and you must be vetted to attend.  The first step is contacting 
your Wing Flight Safety Office for further information on regis-
tration and funding options.  The amount of information gleaned 
by attendance at InfoShare is huge and being able to apply a 
lesson learned will help to predict and prevent the next mishap.

Doug Gardiner, PLA and the Aviation Industry - I have been 
reflecting on the Loadmaster career field, the Professional 
Loadmaster Association (PLA), where we came from years 
ago, and what our future holds.  When I came into the military, 
some of the “older” gentlemen talked about Loadmaster 
opportunities outside of the military.  Through the years, these 
conversations increasingly became more common.  In the late 
80’s and into the 90’s, due to the diligent work of some highly 
motivated people, Loadmasters were incorporated into civilian 
companies and opportunities increased to be a Loadmaster on 
the commercial side.  Economics played a positive role in the 
ability for Loadmasters to participate in many different aspects 
of commercial cargo movement in today’s environment.  The 
demand for airlift, both military and commercial, increases the 
need for Loadmasters to be in the right place at the right time.  
In the 90’s, some Loadmaster visionaries thought it would be a 
good idea to create an association of Loadmasters networking 
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The Airline Professional Loadmaster: Military to Civilian 
Loadmaster By Dave Bell

Do you miss it?  How often do you think about it or talk about it 
with your friends?  I mean let’s face it, for many of us this was our 
fi rst true love….being a Loadmaster and all the collateral perks 
that went along with it.  After leaving the Air Force, did you ever 
think about becoming a civilian Loadmaster?  The transition from 
military to civilian Loadmaster isn’t as easy as you might think.  
As I mentioned in the Nov 2018 edition of The Loader “The 
Airline Professional Loadmaster: Evolution of the Loadmaster”, 
“Not all airlines have adopted the title “Loadmaster” and 
back in late 2016, Karl Hinkamp and I wrote an article “The 
Airline Professional Loadmaster: Terminology” where we said:

What about the term "Loadmaster" itself?  Everyone in the 
military knows what a Loadmaster is--but what about the airline 
industry?  Webster's Dictionary (10th Edition and online) 
defi nes a Loadmaster as  "a crew member of a transport aircraft 

The Airline Professional Loadmaster

Photo courtesy of U.S. DoD,  “The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense 
(DoD) visual information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement.”

who is in charge of the cargo."  Webster does not limit the term 
to military transports.  Yet, the FAA does not currently classify 
Loadmaster as a crew position, even though some airlines 
employ them.  Many people in the civilian air cargo industry will 
tell you they are Loadmasters.  However, their duties and level 
of training may more resemble those of an aerial port load team 
chief or loading supervisor, where their primary responsibility 
is to load the aircraft.....any (type) aircraft based on a load plan 
they were given.  As you can see, the use of the term Loadmaster 
in the air cargo insdustry is a little wobbly and unclear.

Bottom line, when searching the internet for Loadmaster 
positions, don’t limit your search to just “Loadmaster.”  
Use other key/tag combinations of words such as 
“aircraft," "load supervisor," "team chief," etc.

WHAT TYPE OF CIVILIAN LOADMASTER JOB ARE 
YOU INTERESTED IN, one that travels all the time or fi xed 
base?  That may help you narrow down what airlines to focus 
on.  As Karl and I wrote a year ago in The Loader “The Airline 
Professional Loadmaster: CARGO AIRLINE OPERATIONS”:

Cargo airline operations can fall into three major types-
overnight package service, charter, and ACMI (Aircraft, Crew, 
Maintenance and Insurance).  An airline, or particular operation, 
can fall into more than one category type.... Charters are 
where "Loadmasters" are typically found in airline operations.

Overnight package service and ACMI operations are typically 
fi xed-based operations where you normally don’t travel with the 
aircraft.

WHAT AIRLINES EMPLOY “LOADMASTERS” (or its 
derivatives)?  There are several airlines that I personally know 
of such as ABX (formally Airborne Express), Air Transport 
International (ATI), Atlas, DHL, FedEx, Kalitta, National, Polar 
and UPS.  However, please don’t limit yourself to just the ones 
I mention.  There are a plethora of domestic and international 
carriers that require the use of specialized trained personnel to 
load anything from general cargo loaded within one pallet and 
net (or container), to Special Cargo Loads which is basically 
anything other than general cargo.  For most of the overnight 
package service carriers such as DHL, FedEx and UPS, you 
have to work your way up to be a Load Supervisor, whereas 
some of the other carriers such as ABX and ATI will advertise 
and hire you as a Loadmaster.  And let’s not leave out what 
goes on up in Alaska with carriers you’ve probably never heard 
of.  Alaskan air cargo operations operating large and small 
aircraft is an adventure of its own with rules that apply only 
to that wilderness.  Another Loadmaster source to consider 
is DoD Contractors here in the U.S. and abroad.  Military 
Loadmaster experience is defi nitely a plus for those positions.  
Even some of the Departments within the U.S. Government 
(e.g. FAA & DOE) hire people with Loadmaster experience 
and in some cases perform traditional Loadmaster duties.

and learning from each other.  The PLA was founded and binds 
our community together in an unprecedented way, creating 
friendship through airlift.  Over the last several years, and with 
the PLA inclusion in working with industry on very complex 
fl ight safety issues on a national level via an FAA working group, 
our commercial focus has naturally expanded.  Our organization 
is growing in national prominence!  We have enhanced our 
networking not only throughout the military services, but also in 
the commercial sector.  I really enjoy the conversations and ideas 
about how we can connect Loadmasters throughout the entire 
spectrum of our career fi eld.  As we come into the PLA election 
cycle, I urge you to remember where our organization has been 
and dream about where we can be in the future.  We have had 
some truly phenomenal leaders bring us to where we are today.  
Knowing the people in this career fi eld and the PLA, there are 
more truly remarkable people able to lead us into the future.

The Airline Professional Loadmaster
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PAY:  And of course the one question everyone wants to know 
is “How much does a civilian Loadmaster get paid?”  Honestly, 
I don’t know, but what I can share with you is what the starting 
Loadmaster salary was when I managed a cadre of loadmasters 
at ATI between 2000-2012.  ATI had two types of Loadmasters, 
full-time (salaried) and part-time (daily rate).  Starting salary for 
full-time loadmasters (in 2012) was $45K.  Daily rate for part-
timers was around $200.  How much weight should you put on 
those figures today, not much because EVERY carrier is different.  
Some may be salaried; others may be paid on a block or daily 
rate, possibly even an hourly rate.  For comparison purposes go to 
Salary.com and lookup the Free Salary Data for a MATERIALS 
HANDLER II, III and SUPERVISOR (leave the Location cell 
blank).  This is the closest job description to a Loadmaster I 
could find.  The Salary Data will show you an average high, low 
and median (annual) pay range for the three different pay levels.  
Divide any of those annual salaries by 2,080 (40-hour work 
week x 52 weeks) to find an approximate hourly pay.  To be even 
more specific, enter a location where you will be working.  Keep 
in mind that a 40-hour work week is not typical for a “charter” 
Loadmaster who deploys with the aircraft.  So as you compare 
hourly rates, keep in mind as the weekly hours go up beyond 
40, the hourly rate goes down.  The best thing I can suggest is 
don’t put a lot of weight on the hourly rate if you’re a salaried 
employee because you probably won’t like the outcome.  Either 
you want the job for what they’re offering you or you don’t.  
Typically, when traveling with the aircraft, you are paid per 
diem.  Per diem is typically a flat rate no matter where you travel.

TRAINING:  Most civilian Loadmaster training is done in-
house and includes almost everything you learned as a military 
Loadmaster such as load planning, weight & balance, hazmat, 
restraint and of course the cargo loading system specific to each 
aircraft.  Since most freighters are passenger conversions, each 
one may be a little different.  You may also be multi-aircraft 
qualified to work on today’s Boeing cargo aircraft, such as the 
777, 767, 757, 747, 737 and 727, not to mention the various 
series for each type aircraft (e.g. -800, -400, -300 -200, etc.).  Plus 
there’s the Airbus cargo aircraft and older turbo-prop aircraft too.  
Typically there aren’t “check rides” as we know them but they 
won’t let you fly solo until they feel you’re ready, which could be 
sooner than you expect.  Civilian Loadmaster academic and on-
the-job training takes much less time than it does in the military.

DUTY TIME, CREW REST AND TIME OFF:  This is kind 
of an oxymoron for a civilian Loadmaster.  It is rare for most air 
carriers to have a work-rest plan in writing for their Loadmasters 
because there’s no Federal mandate/law that 1) recognizes the 
Loadmaster duty title/crew position, therefore 2) air carriers are 
not compelled to offer a specified amount of crew rest, time off 
or a duty day limitation.  After the National Airlines 747 crash 
in Afghanistan in 2013, there’s been movement within the FAA 
community to recognize and certificate the Loadmaster as a flight 
crew position; however, such a change is a very lengthy process.  
As such, duty time, crew rest and time off is whatever your 

employer wants to give you--keep in mind that some carriers 
believe the Loadmaster is not working while the aircraft is in-
flight, therefore he/she gets their crew “rest” inflight.  Depending 
on the charter requirements, you may even have to stay with 
the aircraft indeterminately, even if there’s a front-end crew 
change.  Your meals typically come to you via aircraft catering.  
You’ll want to ask a potential employer what their crew rest/
time off policies are for Loadmasters before accepting the job.

Finally, I can tell you from my own experience at ATI that being 
a civilian Loadmaster can be rewarding and fun.  I was hired 
to manage ATI’s Ground Services Department and periodically 
flew charters as a DC-8 Loadmaster before ATI had any 
Loadmasters.  ATI soon realized the monetary potential of flying 
charters on weekends when our aircraft weren’t flying for our 
primary customer BAX Global.  We soon hired two Loadmasters 
(a loading supervisor from BAX and the other was a C-130 
Loadmaster from a nearby ANG unit.  As our fleet of aircraft 
grew, so did our customers, and within a few years we employed 
over 20 full-time and part-time Loadmasters.  From flying 
weekend trips for the DoD and SeaWorld and horse charters over 
to Dubai, to operating long-term ACMI flights out of Miami, 
South America, Europe and Australia, the need for experienced 
Loadmasters will always be needed.  Where does most of 
that experience come from, YOU, the military Loadmaster!  
Personally, I wouldn’t hire anyone but a military Loadmaster.  
If you’re interested, start out by networking with other 
military Loadmasters who transitioned to civilian Loadmaster.  
Use internet job search engines such as USAJobs.gov and 
LinkedIn.com and also put feelers out through social media.
No doubt about it, transitioning from military to civilian Loadmaster 
will be different, challenging and rewarding.  Are you up for it?

Thanks to colleague, CMSgt Karl Hinkamp (Ret), for his editing 
inputs.

Bill Weeper, Alamo Chapter Member - Buenos Dias from San 
Antonio and the Alamo Chapter.  The chapter monthly meetings 
are now rotating between the Texas Air Museum, the Basic 
Loadmaster School (BLM) and the 68th Airlift Squadron, in an 

Alamo Chapter
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Gateway Chapter

First State Chapter

Golden West Chapter

Chris Koch, The First State Chapter Interim President - Good 
day from The First State Chapter, and the word of the day is 
busy!  The crews have been flying and turning so fast it brings 
back memories of the early 2000’s when you saw folks more 
on the road than at home.  The 9th seems to be working well, 
and the 3rd is working with a wave of new Loadmasters who 
are having a fresh look at the world of airlift.  We are still 
looking to get this Chapter back to an active status and would 
love anyone in the area who has time to step on up and help.  I 
can be contacted at: (843) 327-8744, redgoon12@yahoo.com.

Brandon Lenz, Gateway Chapter President - Greetings from the 
Gateway Chapter!  2019 is off to a great start.  Your executive 
committee has been hard at work reviewing the constitution 
that we will publish soon; we have created a new committee 
(ways and means) to focus on fundraising, and are looking 
forward to our Spring Social currently in planning by Wayne 
Smith.  Speaking of fundraising, we have a great opportunity 
coming up at the Scott Commissary bagging groceries.  Zach 
Steenhusen has been working hard to put this event together, 
so come out and join the PLA on Saturday, Mar 23rd to do some 
grocery shopping and support your Gateway Chapter PLA.  We 
are also lending the Northwest Chapter a hand with planning 
Gathering of Loads 2019 in beautiful Tacoma, Washington!  Our 
Vice President “JDub” is meeting with the Northwest Chapter 
as I type.  We are looking forward to a great event.  Finally, we 

Steve Clark, Golden West Chapter President - Greetings from 
sunny Southern California this winter!  We hope all chapters 
had a very nice and safe holiday season.  For those Loadmasters 
in the Golden West area we hope you can attend the Gathering 
of Loads this year in Tacoma Washington.  This event will 
be hosted by the Northwest Chapter 7/24 thru 7/27.  Sign up 
info on PLA Website or this issue of “The Loader.”  Kudos to 
fellow chapter members Paul Pfeifer, Steve Collins, and Jim 
Bardaro doing community service during the holidays including 
American Legion (AM) Post 421 activities.  Also, Wilbur Wilson 
volunteering with the Shriners and Steve Clark with vets, youth, 
and homeless issues.  We mourn the loss of Walt Byrne our 
founding member of the Golden West Chapter in 2001 (CMSgt 
Joe Ward was also a founding member).  Thank you for your 
service Walt; we miss you.  A hearty get well to 15 MAS Load 
Jeff Spear who is in hospice in Pleasant Valley IA.  On July 20, 
2019 the 15 MAS Alumni will be hosting a Squadron reunion 
at American Legion Post 421.  I encourage all former crew 
members to join us to share precious memories and Esprit de 
Corps!  The 445 MAW reunion has been moved to year 2020.  
Congrats to SMSgt Rick Fowler, 729 AS at March ARB on his 

Aloha Chapter
Aloha Chapter - President, Harley Kang - harlasun.kang1@
us.af.mil; Vice President, Randy Yamada; Treasurer, 
Josh Moracco, 204as.staneval@us.af.mil; Secretary, 
Joleen Morse; Sgt at Arms, Jason “P.O.” Patton Orme.

Big Country Chapter
Big Country Chapter – President, Matt LaFever, matthew.
lafever@us.af.mil; Vice President, Juan Levario, yb140@
sbcglobal.com; Secretary John Beal; Treasurer Robert Staples, 
(325) 673-1249, staf1134@aol.com; Chaplin Robert Leet; 
Historian/Webmaster, Frank Young, youngf@suddenlink.net.  
The chapter will normally meet on the third Thursday of the 
month at 1100 at the Abilene VFW Post 6873 by Dyess AFB.

Denali Chapter
Denali Chapter – President, Kent Koerner, kent.koerner@
us.af.mil; Vice President, Tyler Pangonis, tyler.pangonis@
us.af.mil.  The Denali Chapter is up and running 
again.  Contact Kent Koerner for chapter information.

effort make it easier for Loadmasters to attend our meetings.  
We haven’t had a chapter meeting in some time, but we plan to 
have one in the near future.  Andy Vaquera or David Molinar 
will send out notice for the upcoming meetings or events by 
email, text or telephone call.  Andy Vaquera is our President/
Treasurer, Jerry Zuniga is Vice President and David Molinar is 
our Secretary.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
Andy Vaquera at (210) 559-7487, andyvaquera@sbcglobal.
net or David Molinar at (210) 415-3735 damolinar@aol.com.

are looking to have next month’s chapter meeting at the Cigar 
Inn in beautiful downtown Belleville.  There are many ways to 
connect with the Gateway Chapter.  If you haven’t visited our 
Facebook site (https://www.facebook.com/GatewayPLA/) or 
connected with us on our LinkedIn page (https://www.linkedin.
com/company/professional-loadmaster-association-gateway-
chapter/), please check us out!  The LinkedIn page allows our 
members a professional organizational attachment to their 
LinkedIn persona for professional development and job seeking 
opportunities.  We encourage members to be proud of their 
connection to such a fine organization.  The Gateway Chapter 
officers are:  President, Brandon Lenz; Vice President, Jeff “JDub” 
Witherly; Treasurer, Josh Piper; Secretary, Joe Shewmaker; and 
Ways and Means, Steve Gore.  The Gateway Chapter meetings 
are typically held the second Wednesday of every month at 
the Scott AFB VFW, Post 4183, at 1500.  These times and 
dates are subject to change.  See you at GoL, LOAD CLEAR!

Congratulations CMSgt select Rick Fowler 729 AS at March ARB CA
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Liberty Chapter
Michael Kent, Liberty Chapter President - Hello from Exit 7.  
Greetings from the Liberty Chapter!  My name is Mike Kent and 
I am the Chapter President.  Bill Davies is our Secretary and Kent 
Brown is our Treasurer and the East Coast Vice President.  The 
Liberty Chapter is centered around Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst, New Jersey.  We hold our meetings the 2nd Saturday 
of each month at the Garden State Diner in Wrightstown NJ.  We 
meet for breakfast at 0900 and have our meeting at 1000.  The 
diner is located about 2 miles from the main gate of the base.  
Our clean-up day at the C-141 Memorial on October 18th did not 
go off as planned.  The weather did not cooperate. It was raining 
the entire day so we cancelled the event.  The JROTC Cadets 
that were supposed to help us still came to the base.  We were 
able to give them a static tour of a C-17 and they had a few other 
events around the base.  We are planning another clean-up day 
for April 2019.  Some of the paved walkway around the C-141 
is starting to give way.  We have been talking about a renovation 
project.  This is in the very beginning stages.  We have had a 
few conversations with the Civil Engineering folks on the base.  
We have also talked about this at a few of our meetings.  We are 
brainstorming about what we want done and how to fund it.  We 
had our Christmas party in December.  It was hosted by JP & 
Barb Salisbury.  They have opened up their home for this event 
and the picnic for many years.  I know I speak for all chapter 
members when saying, "thank you."  The chapter provided a 
few main courses and some drinks.  We had a ham from Honey 
Baked Ham and a fried turkey.  Members provided a side dish 
or dessert.  We collected toys to donate to a local charity.  Over 
the years we have donated our toys to Operation Santa Claus 
and Toys For Tots.  This year we donated them to Goodwill.  
The 732 AS recently flew a Denton Cargo mission to Managua 
Nicaragua.  The 732 AS is the Reserve C-17 unit at McGuire.  The 
load for the mission was a Sutphen Aerial 95 Ladder Fire Truck.  
The truck was donated by the Hamilton NJ Fire Department.  
This mission took a lot of coordination and many people were 
involved.  The truck was loaded the day prior to the mission.  
Members of the Active Duty 305 APS prepared the cargo for 
shipment and helped load.  Along with the 732 AS crew several 
Reserve APS members from both the 88 APS and 35 APS were 
on the mission to assist in the download.  The truck weighed 
43,000 pounds and was almost 50 feet long.  It required 24 feet 
of approach shoring.  I have included several pictures from the 
mission (including the cover page).  The person driving the 
truck off the plane is TSgt Justin Bates.  He is a Loadmaster with 
the 732 AS and is a volunteer fireman.  It has been very cold here 

promotion to CMSgt.  Kudos to SMSgt Mike Gordon and fellow 
412th Test Wing Loads for a patriotic flyover Dodger Stadium 
during World Series and Test Airdrop of Orion capsule missions.  
The YC-15A has been moved aside to make way for the new Air 
Force Flight Test Museum at Edwards AFB ground breaking at 
Rosamund Gate.  Our goal this year is to sign up new members, 
so spread the word to Loads from Nevada, Arizona and Southern 
California.  We meet the second Saturday of each month at 
the Pepper Steak Diner, 26859 Highland Avenue, Highland 
CA.  Contact me at steve.clark38@yahoo.com.  Load Clear!

Parker-Aguillon-Payne Chapter
Mark E. Raymond, Parker-Aguillon-Payne Chapter President - 
Our annual Christmas Party that was held in December at the 
Travis Heritage Center (Museum) was another success and fun 
was had by all.  It was so very special for Mark since all his 
grandkids Emma, Rocco, AJ, and Abram helped with the raffle 
by selecting the tickets and distributing the prizes.  We always 
encourage all Loadmasters to attend whether they are members 
or not.  As we continue to support the annual American Cancer 
“Relay for Life” in Vacaville, California, in June of each year, 
we have already started our fundraising.  We now make it a lot 
easier to raise chapter funds by having a social dinner and ask 
for donations instead organizing the event with restaurants and 
the like.  This year’s first social, fundraiser raised over $800.00.  
Thanks to all of our Loadmasters who so generously gave.  
Gabe has again volunteered to be our team captain and does an 
outstanding job.  We can’t thank him enough.  Lots of meetings 
and lots of extra work.  We lost a very special and highly 
supportive chapter member in December: Walt Byrns.  Walt 
started the Golden West Chapter in Southern California, in 2001 
and was president until 2014, when he moved up to Northern 
California to be by his family.  Walt was always there to support 
our chapter and never missed a meeting or social event.  To 
make it more tragic for his family, he lost his wife, Stephanie 
in October only a couple months before Walt passed.  He will 
be missed.  Our 2019 annual SMSgt Irv Mahler Scholarship is 
fast approaching and request for applications will be sent out 
the end of February.  Last year’s $1,000.00 scholarship was 
awarded to Al Horwedel’s niece, Denise Horwedel.  All our 
scholarship award winners have been successful in all their 
educational goals.  One of our Sonoma Raceway volunteer 
events, INDYCAR, will no longer be held at the raceway.  This 
leaves us to volunteer for NASCAR and NHRA only.  This is 
our chapters’ main opportunity to raise money for our annual 
scholarship and Christmas party.  In addition, NASCAR is 
always held the same weekend as the “Relay for Life.”  We really 
need everyone’s support to step-up and volunteer for these two 

in New Jersey lately.  Looking forward to some warmer weather 
and some outdoor activities.  We have several things planned for 
the upcoming months.  Looking forward to the GoL in July.  I 
can be contacted at (609) 410-5736 or michael_knt@yahoo.com.

732 AS Instructor Loadmaster, TSgt Brittney Kelly, guiding a firetruck
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2019 Gathering of Loads “Back to our Roots” Convention 
– Tacoma, Washington – July 24, 2019 – July 28, 2019, 
hosted by the Northwest Chapter.  This event will be updated 
as planning continues.  Location: Hotel Murano, 1320 
Broadway Plaza, Tacoma WA 98402, T(253) 238-8000.  
Conveniently located just off I-5 in downtown Tacoma WA, 
within the city’s busy business downtown district.  The 
Hotel Murano is near numerous shops, and restaurants, 
and is a 30-minute drive from Seattle International Airport.  

To register at Hotel Murano at the PLA Group Rate, please visit:
h t t p s : / / g c . s y n x i s . c o m / r e z . a s p x  
?H0tel=76784&Chain=21650&arrive=7/24/2019&depart=7/28
/2019&adult=1&child=0&group=0713719

2019 Gathering of Loads Convention

Breaker Wednesday night, covers the Buffet Style Breakfast for 
two days, the hospitality suite every night, and banquet dinner 
on Saturday evening.  This year we will have Major General 
(Ret) Timothy Zadalis as the events guest speaker.  Vendors for 
the event, please be on the lookout for additional information on 
various media platforms.  The Hotel Murano has blocked off 100 
rooms for us and they assure us they can provide more rooms if 
needed.  The hotel has drastically reduced their normal room 
costs to match the Tacoma Government Rate which is $121.00 
per night.  They have also given us access to their convention 
center and outdoor area for our Ice Breaker, one hospitality 
suite, a banquet hall for our Saturday dinner, and an auditorium 
for our daily seminars.  To register for the event, please go to: 
www.loadmasters.com and click on the "Gathering" hyperlink.  
Electronic payment will be all accomplished online.  If you need 
to pay by check, please fill out the Paper Registration Form 
provided in this issue of “The Loader” and send it with a check to: 
Professional Loadmaster Association Northwest Chapter, 17210 
121ST Ave E, Puyallup WA 98374.  Cash payments will also be 
accepted at the door for last minute participants.  Please come 
join us for fellowship and to enjoy the company of Loadmasters 
from around the world.  Lastly, The Northwest Chapter meets 
the third Saturday of every month (1000 a.m.) at Habaneros Grill 
located at the base golf course.  Social hour starts at 1600 and the 
membership meeting starts at 1700. Executive council: President 
Tranquilino Herrera, Tranq.Herrera@gmail.com, (707) 334-
5233; and VP is Daniel Denman, danieldenman@hotmail.com.

main events this year.  As I always do in this newsletter, I want 
to thank all those loyal members who have continued to support 
our local chapter since 1998.  A great tribute to those members 
who continue to support our chapter.  We have been having our 
monthly meetings the first Tuesday of each month at Delta Breeze 
Club (NCO Club).  If you have any question, please contact 
me at mark.raymond@att.net or mark.raymond@kc10ts.com.

The Rock Chapter
Jason Kunkel, The Rock Chapter President - Greetings 
from Little Rock AR.  We’ve had a productive winter so far, 
and hopefully it’s Spring time soon.  We’ve had quite a bit 
of turnover on our executive council the last few months 
due to PCS’s.  Levi Sortomme is our new VP, (707) 386-
4940, levisortomme@gmail.com; Sean Zeringue is our new 
Secretary, (985) 637-1745, eagleboy2010@yahoo.com; and 
Nate Castle is our new Treasurer, (501) 837-3921, nate_castle@
yahoo.com.  We helped out our local VFW post with holiday 
gift baskets again this year, building and distributing nearly 
100 food baskets for our local veterans and families in need.  
We’ll be hosting our annual golf tournament on April 27th at 
Southern Oaks Country Club, and hope for a lot of participation 
again this year.  We also plan on bringing a large group to 
the GoL this summer.  Hope to see everyone there!  You can 
contact me at: (661) 860-6399 jason.kunkel75@me.com.

Jayne Alexander, Trailblazer Chapter President - As for the 
Trailblazer Chapter, we’re planning on having elections this 
quarter and expect the change of officer positions to happen at 
the beginning of the new quarter, April 1st.  Many of our officers 
have PCS’d and we have spaces that need to be filled.  We had 
a meeting on February 15th where we had a good showing.  
We discussed fundraising at the Rock ‘n Rumble, a camping/
rafting weekend for Professional Loadmaster Association 
members, and plan to continue to meet quarterly.  We are 
very interested in generating a C-17 to fly to JBLM for the 
Gathering of the Loads in July for our members, and hoping to 
get good support from the units to send members TDY for the 
professional development opportunity.  We are always looking 
to get new members and find lost ones!  If you’re a member 
of the Trailblazer Chapter and you haven’t been to a meeting 
please email or call so we know you’re out there!  Jayne.
Alexander@us.af.mil or 253-678-6058.  We’re trying to update 
the current member list and we’re trying to find the best way to 
reach all of our members.  Ideas and suggestions are welcome!!

Trailblazer Chapter

Southeast Chapter/Low Country Chapter
Southeast/Low Country Chapter Interim President 
Danny South - Danny is trying to get the chapter up and 
going again, please contact him for chapter information 
at danny.south@us.af.mil or dan63084@yahoo.com. 

Northwest Chapter
Tranquilino Herrera, Northwest Chapter President - The 
Northwest Chapter is hard at work preparing for the 2019 
Gathering of Loads, “Back to our Roots,” convention planned 
for July 24 - 28, 2019.  Registration is locked in at $85 (plus 
$3.85 handling) per person which will get you into the Ice 
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Gathering of Loads 2019 “Back To Our Roots”

Wednesday July 24, 2019 (Attire: Casual) 
Registration @ Hotel Moreno, Tacoma
1800 - 2200 - Welcome Mixer @ Tacoma Rainiers Baseball 
Stadium (schedule not yet posted for 2019 season)

Thursday, July 25, 2019 (Attire: UOD/Civilian Equivalent)
0700 - 0850  Breakfast
0900 - 1000  SMSgt Tirevold AFPC
1000 - 1010  Break
1010 - 1100  IATA
1100 - 1300  Lunch
1300 - 1400  Veterans Affairs
1400 - 1410  Break
1410 - 1500  Larry Crain (Loadmaster Toolkit)
1500 - 1510  Break 
1510 - EOD  Ray Snedegar, Operation Baby Lift
1800 - Optional pub crawl starting at Dirty Oscars Annex

Friday, July 26, 2019 (Attire: UOD/Civilian Equivalent)
0700 - 0850  Breakfast
0900 - 1010  Command Chief Panel
1010 - 1020  Break
1020 - 1120  Hershman, Brum and Dockery
1120 - 1300  Lunch
1300 - 1345  AMC A3V
1345 - 1355  Break
1355 - 1450  Charlie Armistead & Ralph Bemis
1450 - 1500  Break
1500 - 1550  Glen “Nick” Nickel, Operation EAGLE CLAW   
veteran
1550 - 1630  Wounded Warrior
1800 - Optional pub crawl starting at Dirty Oscars or Engine 
House #9

Saturday, July 27, 2019 (Attire: UOD/Civilian Equivalent) 
0700 - 0850  Executive Council Breakfast
0900 - 1000  General Membership Meeting
1000 - 1050  Edwards AFB
1050 - 1100  Break
1100 - 1200  Doug Gardener (FAA Task Force One)
Saturday Evening (Attire: Business Casual)
Guest Speaker TBD
1800 - 1900  Group Banquet Social Hour at Hotel Morano
1900 - 2200  Group Banquet & Awards Presentation

Sunday July 28, 2019 
NLT 1130  Hotel Checkout

*ALL TIMES, SPEAKERS AND EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE

2019 Gathering of Loads Schedule

Colonel (Ret) Joe Jackson passed away on January 12, 2019.  
Colonel Joe (as many called him) was a true airlift hero and 
a genuine friend of the Professional Loadmaster Association.  
A career officer in the United States Air Force, he received the 
Medal of Honor for heroism above and beyond the call of duty 
while piloting a C-123 on a rescue of special forces personnel 
at Kham Duc during the Vietnam War.  At the request of his 
friend Bill Cannon and the Alamo Chapter he was a featured 
speaker during the 2010 Gathering of Loads (GOL) convention 
in San Antonio Texas.  He pinned basic wings on several lucky 
student Loadmasters during the opening of that event.  How 
many Loadmasters can say that a Medal of Honor recipient 
pinned on their wings?  I am sure they will remember the 
occasion for the rest of their lives.  I think that was the pinnacle 
of that particular GOL, and Colonel Joe was the reason it was 
such a success.  How lucky we were to have him at our GOL, 
and how lucky we were for him to be a friend of the PLA.

Airlift Legend Passes

Colonel (Ret) Joe Jackson pins wings on student Loadmasters (top photo) 
& applauds graduates (second from left, bottom photo) from Basic Load-
master Course during wing pinning ceremony at 2010 GoL convention

Colonel (Ret) Joe Jackson (center) at 2010 GoL convention
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       NAME __________________________________________________________________________________________________

        MAILING ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________

        PHONE___________________________________EMAIL________________________________________________________

        NAME(s) OF YOUR SPOUSE/GUEST(s)  _____________________________________________________________________

                  BANQUET MEAL SELECTION:  BEEF_________CHICKEN__________ VEGETARIAN_________

        PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS: _____________________________________________________________________

        IN CASE OF EMERGENCY NOTIFY: ______________________________________________________________________
                                           IF YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER AND WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE PLA GO TO:  WWW.LOADMASTERS.COM

REGISTRATION FEES
                 Online registration is also available, if you would like to register online please go to WWW.LOADMASTERS.COM          

                                                                                                             

MEMBERS REGISTRATION FEE     X $85 = $ _______
                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                         SPOUSE/GUEST REGISTRATION FEE     X $85 = $ _______

                                                                                                                                                                                  TOTAL = $_______
PAYMENT IS DUE NO LATER THAN May 31, 2019

PLEASE SEND PAYMENTS TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS AND MADE PAYABLE TO:
PLA NORTHWEST CHAPTER

17210 121ST AVE E
Puyallup, WA 98374

(707) 334-5233

  

2019
GATHERING OF LOADS

“Back to Our Roots” 
PROFESSIONAL LOADMASTER ASSOCIATION

TACOMA, WASHINGTON
July 24-28, 2019

• Confirmation of Registration and Itinerary will be sent out by May 31, 2019. 
• A $20 per person cancellation fee will apply to all cancellations received within 30 days of the event.
• Cancellations received within 10 days of the event will be non-refundable.
• Lodging at the Hotel Murano is at the Government Rate of $121: 

*Hotel Murano, 1320 Broadway Plaza, Tacoma, WA, 98402, 253-238-8000, group: The Professional Loadmaster Convention
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=76784&Chain=21650&arrive=7/24/2019&depart=7/28/2019&adult=1&

child=0&group=0713719

WE’LL SEE YOU SOON IN TACOMA, WASHINGTON!

2019 GoL Convention Registration Form
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15 October 2018 

To All Current Active, Reserve, and Guard Loadmasters 

The Northwest Chapter of the Professional Loadmaster Association is hosting the 2019 Gathering of 
Loads Convention at the Hotel Murano, Tacoma, Washington, July 24 – 28, 2019.  By attending the 
convention, you will have an opportunity to come together and obtain valuable information regarding 
your duties and functions as a Loadmaster, as well as develop an understanding of USTRANSCOM 
(including assets from other services such as the Marine Corps, Navy or Coast Guard), and Major 
Commands such as AMC.  We will be inviting the current top Air Force Loadmasters from the Air 
Mobility Command Headquarters Staff, Air Force Personnel Center, and Major Commands.  
Additionally, during the 4-day convention you will have the opportunity to have one-on-one and one-on-
group question and answer discussions regarding you career, assignments, promotions, and other topics.  
Exhibitor booths will also provide information, resources, and giveaways. 

TDY Funding:  We encourage all eligible Loadmasters to work with their supervisors and commanders 
in an attempt to get full TDY funding to attend the convention.  We will be hosting several professional 
development seminars during the gathering which should encourage supervisors and commanders to send 
Loadmasters TDY for their professional development.  If full funding is not available, see the Permissive 
TDY section below. 

Permissive TDY: Eligible Loadmasters (Active Duty, Reserve, Guard, and DoD Civilians) are 
authorized to attend the convention under Permissive TDY (PTDY) authorization, if your unit 
commander approves your request.  They can authorize up to 10 days of PTDY.  This is a Non-Funded 
TDY, but there are some advantages.  The benefits of Permissive TDY are: you can travel Space-
Available on DoD flights, you are not charged leave, you are not part of your units 10% leave pool, and 
you get to attend some professional development seminars from senior Loadmasters around the Air Force. 

Reference: AFI 36-3003 Table 4.5, Rule 6, states that unit commanders may approve permissive TDY to 
attend meetings or seminars sponsored by non-Federal technical, scientific, professional (e.g., 
medical, legal, ecclesiastical, IT, and mechanical) societies and organizations, so long as the meeting 
or seminar has a direct relationship to the member’s primary military duties and clearly enhance his or her 
value to the Air Force.

Please join us in Tacoma for a rewarding and exciting time with Loadmasters from around the world.  If 
you have any questions about the convention, please contact Daniel Denman at (360) 265-3712, or 
danieldenman@hotmail.com. 

Kathy Disney 
President, Professional Loadmaster Association
Kathy Disney 

2019 GoL Convention TDY/PTDY Letter
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VOTE, VOTE, VOTE
The Professional Loadmaster Association is having an election 
for the following positions:  National President, West Coast 
Vice President, Central Vice President and East Coast Vice 
President.  The offi  cial paper ballot and voting instructions are 
included in this issue of “The Loader.”  The paper ballot and 
voting instructions are detachable from “The Loader.”  It can 
be fi lled out, then sealed and mailed to Michael Kent (PLA 
Election Chairman).  Please sign the ballot to ensure that your 
vote is counted.  This ballot must be readable to be accepted.  
For those members who receive “The Loader” electronically 
John Moore our National Secretary will be sending you an 
email with an electronic ballot.  All ballots are due back to 
Michael Kent by April 15, 2019.  On the following pages are 
a photograph and mini biography of each of the nominees:

For National President:
Kathleen Disney, President 
(Incumbent) – CMSgt, USAFR.  
I was elected National President 
in 2014 and previously served 
as Trailblazer Chapter President.  
Since I have been in the position of 
National President, I oversaw the 
development of our new website, 
and database management, 
implemented the Professional 

Loadmaster Association (PLA) Loadmaster of the Year Award 
program, supported the PLA involvement with the FAA 
Working Group, and increased the PLA presence at the AT/A by 
supporting a marketing budget.  I also represented the PLA at the 
AT/A’s Hall of Fame C-17A Pathfi nder Loadmaster dedication 
ceremony, Chief Cannon’s street renaming ceremony at McChord 
AFB, and emceed Chief Cannon’s Bench Dedication ceremony 
at the National Museum of the USAF.  We also built ties with the 
Royal Air Force Air Loadmaster Association when my husband, 
Kyle, and I attended their Remembrance Ceremony in London, 
England and presented them a gift from the PLA.  I also had the 
pleasure of overseeing the special 20th Anniversary Gathering 
of Loads, the Oklahoma City Gathering, and the Tacoma, WA 
Gathering currently being planned.  I am still actively fl ying on 
the C-17, and in the 730 AMTS, Altus AFB, OK as the Guard/
Reserve Liaison to the 97 AMW.  My Air Force career includes 
both C-141B, and C-17A’s on Active Duty and in the Reserve’s.

Erik Kaupa, President (Nominee) 
- I currently live in Rio Rancho 
New Mexico and I currently work 
for National Nuclear Security 
Administration as a Transportation 
Specialist/Loadmaster.  I retired 
from the U.S. Air Force in 
December 2012 after 22 years.  I 
have over 20 years of experience 
as a Loadmaster in the C-17, C-130, 

and C-9 (DC-9) aircraft with over 10,000 hours of fl ight time.  
My civilian Loadmaster experience includes Evergreen Airlines 

For West Coast Vice President:
Mark E. Raymond, West Coast 
Vice President (Incumbent) - Mark 
was born in Grand Forks ND and 
grew up between Minnesota and 
North Dakota.  Mark attended 
Bemidji State College in Bemidji 
MN for one year after high school.  
He enlisted in the Air Force in 
December 1969 and retired in 
December 1999 from 15th Air 

Force after 30 years of service.  Mark completed his Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Industrial Technology from Southern Illinois 
University and completed a Master of Aerospace Sciences degree 
from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University.  After retirement 
from the Air Force, Mark has been working on the KC-10 
Aircrew Training System as a Quality Assurance Manager and 
as the Training System Support Center Manager with Boeing, 
FlightSafety, and Pinnacle Solutions Inc.  Mark has been the 
Chapter President of the Parker-Agullion-Payne Chapter since 
it was founded in 1998 and the West Coast Vice-President 
since 2006.  Mark is married to the former Hisuhua Sandy 
Wu from Keelung, Taiwan and has two grown children, Julie 
and Alicia, the greatest sons-in-law, Carlo and Alex, and four 
grandchildren, Emma, Rocco, and identical twins AJ and Abram.
For East Coast Vice President:

Kent Brown, East Coast Vice 
President (Incumbent) - Retired in 
2000 from the 6 AS, McGuire AFB 
NJ, currently living in Browns 
Mills, outside the base.  I spent my 
career as a C-141 Loadmaster, with 
13 years in the ALCE, TALCE, 
and AMOG.  I have been married 
for 28 years to Anne Brown, one 
of the fi rst female Loadmasters 

in the USAF.  She is also retired.  We are both Professional 
Loadmaster Association (PLA) Life Members.  I have been very 
active in the PLA for many years, serving as a former Liberty 
Chapter President and currently their Treasurer.  I worked on 
three Gathering of Loads, including spearheading our Gathering 
at Dayton, Ohio when we unveiled our long-awaited Loadmaster 
monument.  I am very active in Loadmaster fund raisers and 
always exploring new methods to promote our association.  I 
am currently the PLA East Coast Vice President and look 
forward to continuing to help our organization move forward.  

2019 National Elections
and Atlas Air as a DC-9, B737, B747, and B767 Loadmaster and 
station manager for the Boeing Dreamlifter program.  I have a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Aviation with a minor in Aviation Safety.  
I recently represented the Professional Loadmaster Association 
(PLA) on the FAA Loadmaster Certifi cation Working Group 
engaged in conversations aff ecting national cargo movement.  
I was selected as the 2017 PLA Civilian Loadmaster of the 
Year.  I am very passionate about promoting the Loadmaster 
career and the importance of aviation safety in our fi eld.
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David Grant, East Coast Vice 
President (Nominee) - I currently 
live in Dover Delaware.  Twenty-
four years in the Air Force, I am 
the modern version of the original 
Loadmaster: Aerial Port ‘Dawg 
and Group Evaluator Loadmaster 
on the C-17A Globemaster III.  
During my military time, I was 
at two Major Commands, fi ve 

bases and just under 5,000 hours on the C-17.  I was awarded 
numerous quarter, annual, and team awards with my greatest 
achievement of planning and executing the fi rst-ever C-17A 
landing at Savage Field on Fort Riley in 2016.  I fi nished this 
amazing career as the Wing Safety Superintendent, responsible 
for the safe operation, maintenance, and emergency response 
plan for 31 C-5M and C-17.  In this position. I investigated 149 
mishaps valued at $1.8 million dollars, produced 11 Air Force 
change recommendations, and was a key part of the AMC Safety 
Offi  ce of the Year for 2018.  Public speaking has also been a 
part of my career with presentations at collegiate, AETC, A/TA 
and local conferences as well as being published in military and 
civilian periodicals.  I’ve also been a member of the Board of 
Directors for the 36,000-member BMW Motorcycle Owners of 
America.  In this position, I was responsible for the strategic 
planning, $1,100,000 budget, 11 full-time employees, a monthly 
periodical, and an annual rally for 5,000 attendees that brought in 
$800,000 to the local economy.  Currently I’m nearing the end of 
a Graduate degree program and pursing a private pilot’s license.

For Central Vice President:
Trevor “Trev” Smith, Central Vice 
President (Nominee) is currently 
the 314th Airlift Wing Command 
Chief at Little Rock Air Force 
Base AR.  He was born at Eglin 
AFB FL, and grew up in New 
Mexico.  He entered the Air Force 
in 1993.  His background includes 
duties as a C-130E, H and J, 
MC-130J and C-17A Instructor 

and Evaluator Loadmaster.  Additionally, he has served in 
numerous Squadron and Operations Group positions up to 
and including as a Group Superintendent.  Trev has deployed 
numerous times supporting contingency, humanitarian, combat 
and special operation missions on all seven continents.  He has 
logged over 7,900 fl ight hours and has more than 1,000 combat 
hours.  He has a Bachelor’s Degree in Occupational Education 
from Wayland Baptist University and two Community College 
of the Air Force Associate Degrees.  Trev is a life member 
of the Professional Loadmaster Association and, has served 
as the President and Secretary of the Trailblazer Chapter, 
and as the Vice President of the Big Country Chapter.  He 
is married to Malissa Smith and they have 3 children.

USAF members of the 733rd Training Squadron and 356th 
Airlift Squadron load a vehicle into a C-5M Super Galaxy
aircraft during a training exercise at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, Texas, Aug. 2, 2018.  The squadrons, which are staff ed 
almost entirely by Air Force reservists, train all Loadmasters, 
Flight Engineers, and Pilots for the C-5M.  (433rd Airlift 
Wing/Public Affairs, Photo by SSgt. Lauren Snyder)

356th AS Loadmaster Training

 Professional Loadmaster Association member SSgt Matthew 
Fry helps French Air Force conversion to C-130J - Ramstein 
Airmen assist French forces with Super Hercules transition, 
86th Airlift Wing/Public Aff airs, Story by SSgt Jonathan Bass, 
Monday, October 15, 2018.  In today’s coalition environment, 
developing strong ties between partner nations is of utmost 
importance.  Team Ramstein Airmen worked with French 
airmen to pass along valuable information and tactics in regards 
to the French air force’s newest C-130J Super Hercules.  Staff  

Air Force Reserve TSgt Tom Rowland, a 439th Contingency 
Response Flight Loadmaster, oversees the cargo onload of 
a C-5M Super Galaxy at Marine Corps Base Hawaii, HI on 
January 26, 2019, during Exercise Patriot Palm.  Exercise 
Patriot Palm is a joint-service exercise coordinated by the Air 
Force Reserve, designed to integrate fi rst responders from 
federal, state, and local agencies and the military by providing 
quick response training in the event of a regional emergency 
or natural disaster. (USAF  photo by TSgt Nicholas A. Priest)

TSgt Tom Rowland 439th Contingency Response Flight Loadmaster
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37th Airlift Squadron Loadmasters conduct a final review 
in a USAF C-130J Super Hercules, in the skies of Germany, 
Nov. 8, 2018.  The Loadmasters ensured that cargo loaded 
onto the aircraft was properly secured before take-off and 
was dropped safely from the aircraft.  (USAF photo by 
A1C Noah Coger, 86th Airlift Wing/Public Affairs)

37 AS Loadmasters prepare for airdrop mission

Sgt. Matthew Fry, 37th AS Evaluator Loadmaster, met with a 
Loadmaster assigned to the French Comete, the Air Force’s new 
C-130J squadron, at the Berlin Air Show.  They discussed the 
upgrades the ‘J’ model offers which the legacy models do not.  
“We have been operating the C-130J since it was first produced 
in the 1990’s and have thousands of hours of experience in the 
aircraft,” Fry said.  “A lot of the questions the French forces 
have, we are able to answer or we know who to contact for 
them.”  Two of the biggest differences between the older ‘E’ 
and ‘H’ models and the ‘J’ model are the additional 15 feet of 
length in the fuselage, and increasing from four to six blade 
propellers.  This allows the ‘J’ model to climb higher and farther 
more quickly while taking off and landing with a shorter runway.  
“Given the importance of this aircraft to the French mission, 
the future French-German blended unit, and the significance 
of the effort required to get the C-130J delivered on time, I 
think we can consider this a huge ‘win’ on the U.S. Air Force 
international affairs front,” said Lt. Gen. Richard M. Clark, 
former 3rd Air Force-17th Expeditionary Air Force commander, 
who attended the inaugural French C-130J ceremony.  “We have 
been acting in a supportive role in their transition,” Fry said.  
“The French are currently writing their operating instruction 
and are adding things to the technical orders provided by 
Lockheed Martin.”  Fry continued to say that on an operational 
level, this partnership is vitally important because of how 
often the 37 AS works with NATO allies.  “This will be the 
second NATO country that operates the same aircraft with the 
same capabilities as our own,” he said.  “The United Kingdom 
also flies the ‘J’ model.”  The 37 AS is planning a training 
event with the French military in Orleans, France.  Partnering 
with NATO allies is of strategic importance and is part of the 
86th Airlift Wing’s priority to be “The World’s Best Wing.”

U.S. Air Force Loadmasters, Staff Sgts. Crystal Reese and 
Brian Meakins, oversee the offload of a pallet of supplies 
in Bobo, Burkina Faso, February 17, 2019, in support of 
exercise Flintlock 2019.  The 37th Airlift Squadron, based 
out the 86th Airlift Wing, Ramstein Air Base, Germany, 
has helped both African and Western partners transit to 
and from outstation sites during Flintlock 2019, in addition 
to delivering cargo needed to facilitate more than 2,000 
exercise participants.  By bringing members of the G5 Sahel, 
Multinational Joint Task Force, and various troop contributing 
nations together to develop and implement complimentary 
tactical operations, Flintlock 2019 better enables African 
partners to conduct real world missions structured around a 
coherent campaign plan.  (U.S. Navy photo by Petty Officer 
2nd Class Douglas Parker, U.S. Africa Command)

C-130 Loadmasters SSgt's Crystal Reese and Brian Meakins, oversee the offload 
of a pallet of supplies in Bobo, Burkina Faso

Annual 328TAS – C-130 retired Loadmaster’s get 
together in Machias, NY.  October 12, 2018 ·It’s that 
time again.  In the picture left to right all MSgt’s and some 
Seniors.  Don Miller, Richard Snyder, James Shaughnessy, 
Charlie Bellomo, Christopher Pfiel, John Barone, and still 
serving but now as a Boomer Ben Jones.  A great day. Lots of 
laugh’s, a few exaggerations.  Memories of the good times.

Retired 328 TAS - C-130 Loadmasters' Get Together

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Josh Myers, C-17 Globemaster 
III Loadmaster, prepares for an airdrop over Air Combat 
Command number 1, German Olano Air Base, Colombia, 
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MSgt Bobby Barrett retires after 33 years of service

A C-17 Globemaster III delivers humanitarian aid from 
Homestead Air Reserve Base FL, to Cucuta, Colombia, 
February 16, 2019.  This mission was planned at the request of 
the U.S. Secretary of State, in close coordination with USAID 
and with the approval of the government of Colombia.  The role 
of the U.S. military during this peaceful mission was to transport 
urgently needed aid to Colombia for eventual distribution by 
relief organizations on the ground for Venezuelans impacted 
by the rapidly deteriorating crisis in their country.  This 
humanitarian mission underscores the United States’ firm 
commitment and readiness to respond to the man-made political, 
economic, and humanitarian crisis in Venezuela. (USAF Photo 
by TSgt Gregory Brook 1st Combat Camera Squadron)

C-17 Delivers Humanitarian Aid

A team of Loadmasters and air transportation specialists 
with the 315th Contingency Response Flight at Joint Base 
Charleston, S.C., prepare to upload a generator onto a 
C-17 Globemaster III at JB Charleston, January 23, 2019.  
The team deployed to the South Pacific with the 315 CRF 
in support of Exercise Patriot Palm.  (USAF photo by 1Lt 
Rashard Coaxum, 315th Airlift Wing/Public Affairs)

Reservist pushes final pallet after 33 years of service 
- Master Sgt. Bobby Barrett, a Loadmaster with Joint Base 

Loadmaster uploading a generator onto a C-17

during the Colombian-led search and rescue exercise Angel de 
los Andes, Sept. 6, 2018.  The first week of the exercise focused 
on responding to disaster scenarios that included earthquake 
response, a forest fire, and aircraft crash.  (U.S. Air Force photo 
by Tech. Sgt. Angela Ruiz, 12th Air Force Public Affairs)

Staff Sgt. Josh Myers, C-17 Globemaster III Loadmaster, prepares for an airdrop

Charleston’s 300th Airlift Squadron, finished his last mission 
in preparation for his upcoming retirement after 33 years as a 
traditional reservist.  Humanitarian aid in the form of medical 
supplies is offloaded in Soto Cano AB, Honduras, from a Joint 
Base Charleston C-17 Globemaster III aircraft, operated by the 
Air Force Reserve 315th Airlift Wing, Feburary 4, 2019.  Over 
a weekend-long combined humanitarian and training mission, 
three Reserve C-17s and their crews delivered humanitarian 
aid to Guatemala, Haiti, and Honduras, while also helping to 
maintain training requirements for the aircrews.  Per the donating 
charities, the supplies will benefit nearly 130,000 people in their 
respective countries.  (USAF Photo by Maj Wayne Capps)
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U.S. Air Force TSgt Eric Morris (l), 16th Airlift Squadron Student Loadmaster from Charleston AFB, discusses cargo 
delivery system bundle rigging with U.S. Air Force TSgt Josh Herrier (r), 314th Operations Group Instructor Loadmaster, 
in the monster garage at Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas, January 11, 2019.  Morris will go over almost every aspect of 
cargo space of a C-130J in the monster garage.  (U.S. Air Force photo by A1C Rhett Isbell, 19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs)

U.S. Airman 1st Class Landon Swindle, 714th Training Squadron Student Loadmaster, receives training from 
U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Noah Polcar, 314th Operations Group Instructor Loadmaster, in the monster garage 
at Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas, Jan. 9, 2019.  The monster garage is designed to give students hands-on 
training before they get on an aircraft.  (USAF photo by A1C Rhett Isbell, 19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs)
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Empty Open Hands: A Survivor’s Story – by PLA member Wim 
H. Wetzel.  Versions for iBook, Nook and Kindle are the most 
current.  By sending $10 to PayPal to wim.wetzel@hotmail.com 
I will send the file for the desired version to the requestor’s email.  
https://www.amazon.com/Empty-Open-Hands-Survivors-
Story/dp/0986131466/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_pl_foot_top?ie=UTF8.

The Lucky Loadmaster II, by PLA member Thomas Stalvey has 
updated the previous title with more chapters and is available 
in full color.  It can be purchased at https://www.amazon.
com/Lucky-Loadmaster-II-wishes-realities/dp/1530009111/
r e f=s r_1_sc_1? i e=UTF8&qid=1540578074&sr=8 -
1 - s p e l l & k e y w o r d s = t h e + l u c k l y + l o a d m a s t e r + i i

Operation Babylift, Mission Accomplished, written by Re-
gina Aune and Aryn Lockhart, foreword by PLA member 
Ray Snedegar.  https://www.amazon.com/Operation-Baby
lift-Mission-Accomplished-Healing/dp/0977690687/ref=s
r_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1540578342&sr=8-1&keywords=opera
tion+babylift+mission+accomplished&dpID=51qKARUVSk
L&preST=_SY344_BO1,204,203,200_QL70_&dpSrc=srch
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ASSOCIATION'S & ALUMNI'S

Professional Loadmaster Association:
www.loadmasters.com

Troop Carrier/Tactical Airlift Association:
http://www.troopcarrier.org/

Airlift Tanker Association:
http://www.atalink.org/content/

57th TCS/MAS/AS/WPS - Alumni:
https://www.57thalumni.com/Home

FACEBOOK LINKS

Professional Loadmaster Association:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/158506894161061/

Alamo Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alamo-chapter-of-the-
Professional-Loadmaster-Association-PLA/1523886031175487

https://www.facebook.com/groups/901763776518434/

Aloha Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HawaiiPLA/

Big Country Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/BigCountryPLA

Gateway Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/GatewayPLA/

Liberty Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/122389717788338/

Northwest Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/PLANorthwestchapter

Parker-Aguillon-Payne Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/loadmasters/

Southeast Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/southeast.pla?fref=ts

is becoming the 

Low Country Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/LowCountryPLA/

The Rock Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/therockpla/

Trailblazers Chapter:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/platrailblazer/

Aircargo Loadmaster:
https://www.facebook.com/LOADMASTERS/

Aircraft Loadmasters:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2324368340/?fref=nf

Basic Loadmaster Course:
https://www.facebook.com/BasicLoadmaster/

C-5A Galaxy BABYLIFT Crash:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/C5.Babylift/

C-141 Loadmasters (LM):
https://www.facebook.com/groups/116504779674/

The Pelicans of Norton (14th MAS, Norton AFB CA):
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1459108367745086/

USAF Loadmasters:
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / U S A F -
Loadmasters-500208423709283/

Vietnam Airlifters:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/193653244015188/

57th TCS/MAS/AS/WPS - Alumni:
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r o u p s / 5 7 t h .
alumni/?ref=bookmarks

C-130 Loadmasters:
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / C - 1 3 0 -
Loadmasters-244410442253878/

VIDEO LINKS

Basic Loadmaster Course Grad Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFxdvFlxz0M

What is an Aircraft Loadmaster
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6r4Q_xZJ4ts

1A2X1 | Air National Guard Aircraft Loadmaster:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dtlNfQsP-w

Fort Benning Personnel Airdrop Training on a C-17
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = S 5 L u U U 2 p -
gs&feature=youtu.be

C-17 Loadmasters with the 816 EAS move cargo in the AOR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCDIh7TLhWY

MC-130 Talon II Loadmaster
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OcKsagqmDBY

Aeronautica Militare:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17ecxr_c7aM
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The Professional Loadmaster Association offers condolences to the families and friends of the following Loadmasters whose deaths 
have been reported to our association.  Name underlined denotes a PLA Member,  * Denotes a Lifetime Member

In Memoriam  ( 3 )

*WALTER N. BYRNS passed away on December 13, 2018.  He followed shortly after the passing of his beloved wife Stephanie in 
October 2018.  Walt had a long, prestigious, and honorable career in the Military.  He joined the Navy and graduated from Boot camp 
in 1948.  Walt served on several tours of duty in the Navy until 1958 when he finally joined the Air Force as a Loadmaster and was 
stationed at Travis.  In 1966 Walt meet Stephanie Cooper who was the sister of his good Loadmaster friend, Chic Cooper.  It must have 
been love at first site, they only knew each other for 20 days before they got married.  In 1966 Walt moved to Norton until in retired 
from the Air Force in 1969.  Walt started the Golden West Chapter of the Professional Loadmaster Association in San Bernardino / 
Riverside in 2001.  He was the President until he moved to Vacaville in 2014.  He was also the second National Secretary for the PLA, 
Jun1998 – Jul 2002. Walt was proud of being a Loadmaster and enjoying the comradery that all Loadmasters share.  At one of the 
Gathering of Loads in Dayton, Ohio in 2014, a Loadmaster Monument was presented to the Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson 
AFB in Ohio.  Walt was the oldest in attendance and was selected, with the youngest, to unveil the Monument.  Walt was so proud 
of being a part of that unveiling.  Walt and Stephanie were best friends, inseperable, active in their church and community and when 
living in Southern California enjoyed their lifelong friends in the Loma Linda Kiwanis Club.  They now are together for eternity.

*ALFRED E. HANSON MSgt USAF Retired. “Big Al” was born December 8, 1930 in Astoria N.Y.  He left this earth peacefully 
December 30, 2018 to be reunited with his wife of 50 years, Dot.  Al proudly served 21 years in the US Air Force.  He was a member 
of Pararescue and awarded multiple Air Medals including The Distinguished Flying Cross.  He was also a veteran of both Korea 
and Vietnam.  His love of aircraft led to a second retirement from Boeing.  Al enjoyed fishing, swinging a golf club, classical music 
and cooking a delicious meal for his family.  He will be remembered for his generosity, kindness and willingness to help.  Al will be 
missed by his son Ted (Kelly), daughter Denyse (Pat), 4 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.  Our family would like to thank 
the staff at Silver Creek for making our Dad feel at home.  His funeral service with military honors will be held January 25, 1:00pm 
at Fir Lane in Spanaway.

*JACK DEIBERT, 83, of Edgewood WA; passed away January 22, 2019.  No obituary published (according to the funeral home).  
Jack was Loadmaster in 8AS McChord WA. 

NON – PLA MEMBERS  ( 5 )

ROBERT ALVAREZ, SSgt passed away September 17, 2018, 58th Airlift Squadron.  No obituary available.  https://www.altus.
af.mil/News/Press-Releases/Display/Article/1639225/97-amw-airman-death-update/.

'PESO' PAUL BIGLEY, MSgt (Ret) passed away November 4, 2018, 14th Military Airlift Squadron.  https://www.bobbittchapel.
com/obituaries/Paul-Bigley-2/#!/Obituary

MARK CAVANAUGH, SMSgt (Ret) passed away December 19, 2018, 57 Military Airlift Squadron.  https://www.craigfunerals.
com/obituaries/Mark-Cavanaugh/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=autopost&fbclid=IwAR3iAu
tuyttBG6VFzlJ1sACL4UtB4Yr5SELruIKuCNw42poXyBUckIMBlWw#!/Obituary

JERRELL ROBINSON passed away January 17, 2019, 172th Airlift Wing.  https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/clarionledger/
obituary.aspx?pid=191287558

DANNY RAY HUNTER, 71, of Jacksonville AR passed from this life on Saturday, February 23, 2019..  http://www.mooresjac
ksonvillefuneralhome.com/obituary/danny-hunter

DECEASED LOADMASTERS:  If you suspect or know that a PLA member or a non–member Loadmaster has passed, please 
contact the secretary, buildsmall2@mac.com and the necessary action will be taken.  FAMILY CONTACT INFORMATION 
NEEDED:  The PLA Secretary is seeking information on the following deceased members. We need permission to name a 
scholarship after them, but don’t have any information to locate the next of kin (mailing address, telephone number, 
email address, etc). CHARLES E. BUCHER (Big Country), *RODNEY E. CLAPPER (Alabama), *DONALD J. FLAVIN 
(Big Country), CLAUDE “FRENCHY” FERRAND (Big Country), JOHN EDWARD GROOMS, SR. (Smyrna, TN), 
*ELMORE JACKSON (Southeast), *ROBERT C. JOHNSON (Indiana), *EDWARD R. MEZA (Alamo), ROBERT C. 
RODEMEYER (Golden West).  If anyone has any contact information please contact the secretary at buildsmall2@mac.com.
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 SENIORS + SCHOLARSHIPS = COLLEGE
     BE A POSSIBLE WINNER.
        GET HELP FOR COLLEGE
           APPLY FOR A PLA SCHOLARSHIP

APPLICATION DUE APRIL 1, 2019
GET APPLICATION AT: WWW.LOADMASTERS.COM 
SEND TO:  engelkerj@gmail.com

The Professional Loadmaster Association (PLA) off ers fi ve 
scholarships annually for College and/or Vocational/Technical 
School after high school graduation.  Current college or 
vocational/technical students may apply to complete their 
educational endeavor.  We have two scholarships in the amount 
of $1,000 each named in honor of John L. Levitow and Bill 
Cannon.  These are permanent scholarships.  Three additional 
$500.00 scholarships, each named for a diff erent deceased 
Loadmaster, will be awarded each year.  Candidates for the 
selection process must be from PLA members in good standing 
and their family members (sons, daughters or grandchildren), 
and are limited to one scholarship per applicant.  If exceptional 
circumstances should arise, the Executive Committee will 
handle them accordingly.  For more information on scholarships 
go to http://www.loadmasters.com/scholarships.  Applications, 
located on the PLA website, may be applied for through Jim 
Engelker at engelkerj@gmail.com.

Timeline for Scholarships:  Submission of all scholarship 
applications is due by the close of business on April 1st 
Mountain Daylight Time of the year that scholarship 
announcement is made.  Due April 2019 – selection May 
2019.  All scholarship applications received after that date will 

Scholarship Donations can be made to our PLA Headquarters:
P.O. Box 4351 Tacoma WA 98438

Write “Scholarship Fund” on checks. Remember every little bit counts
toward keeping this program ongoing.

Scholarship Manager
Jim Engelker

10925 County Road 29
Ovid, CO 80744

engelkerj@gmail.com

be returned.  Announcement of the scholarship award to the 
individual participant shall be no later than the middle of May 
of the year before scholarship announcement.  Announcement 
of scholarships awarded shall be published each year in the July 
issue of “The Loader” newsletter.

Additional Scholarship Name Selection:  Selection of names to be 
honored for upcoming additional scholarships shall be provided 
by December of the year before scholarship announcement.

When completing your PLA application you will need to know 
the PLA membership # and date.  Please contact John Moore at  
buildsmall2@mac.com to obtain this information.” 

PLA Pins and Patches
PLA Coins, Pins and Patches are available 
through the National Secretary. The PLA 
Pin is $7.00 and the Patch is $10.00 each, 
including mailing.  If you or your Chapter 
are interested in having some, please 
contact us. E-mail: buildsmall2@mac.
com

Liberty Chapter Loadmaster Coins
Mailed for $10 each plus priority 
shipping of $5.80.  Thirty in one box for 
that shipping cost.  If chapters want more 
than 30, sold for $9 each with shipping 
included.  Cheaper alternative is to ship 
up to three, for $4.00 shipping fi rst class 
mail.  Send a check made out to Liberty 
Chapter PLA, or USPS postal Money 
Order made out to  Kent Brown, 28 
Pineview Dr., Browns Mills, NJ 08015-
6850.

PLA Coins
The new coins have both Friendship 
Through Airlift and Yesterday - Today - 
Tomorrow around the circle on the back 
and now they are in full color!  The US 
Flag is in color and unchanged.  The 
box below the fl ag is empty so you may 
have whatever you wish engraved in it.  
The PLA coin is $10.00  If you or your 
Chapter are interested in having some, 
please contact us. E-mail: buildsmall2@
mac.com

The Rock Chapter Tee Shirts - $25.00 
per tee shirt, shipping included.  Send a 
check to: Rock Chapter PLA, P.O. Box 
1113, Jacksonville, AR, 72078 or call (501) 
533-5873 for a PayPal invoice & payment.  
Available sizes include Small-2XL

$cholarship Information & PLA Merchandise
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“The Loader” is published for members of the Professional Loadmaster 
Association, a nonprofi t  tax-exempt organization sanctioned by 
Washington Secretary of State and the Internal Revenue Service.  “The 
Loader” is published three (3) times a year.   In the event of voluntary 
dissolution of said association, after all debts and obligations have been 
met, the remaining assets will be distributed to a nonprofi t fund or 
organization which is operated exclusively for charitable, educational, 
religious and or scientifi c purposes and which has been established tax 
exempt status under section 501C (10) of the Internal Revenue Code.

In This Issue...

Professional Loadmaster Association Registration Card/Personal Data Change 

FIRST NAME_______________ MIDDLE INITIAL_______ LAST NAME_________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________
CITY________________________STATE____________ZIP____________COUNTRY________________
PHONE:   WORK____________________HOME_________________E-Mail________________________
COMPANY/BASE/UNIT__________________________JOB TITLE_______________________________
AIRCRAFT FLOWN_________________________SPONSORED BY (optional)_____________________
ACTIVE___RETIRED___RESERVE___ANG___CIVILIAN___OTHER (please specify)______________
HOW DID YOU HEAR OF THE PLA?_______________________________________________________
WHO REFERRED YOU?__________________________________________________________________
PREFERRED METHOD OF COMMUNICATION: U.S. POSTAL__________ELECTRONIC___________
I CERTIFY THAT I AM/OR HAVE BEEN A QUALIFIED LOADMASTER__________________________
ADD ANY COMMENTS ABOUT YOURSELF: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

LENGTH      OF      MEMBERSHIP:    3 YEARS______$50.00;    10 YEARS______$150.00;    LIFETIME______$250.00

Please enclose your check or money order and send to:

PROFESSIONAL LOADMASTER ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 4351
Tacoma WA 98438-0351

You may also join at www.loadmasters.com/subscribe.   By becoming a member, you agree to the terms and 
conditions located at www.loadmasters.com/blank.  We can be reached at the following telephone numbers: 
1-(800) 239-4524 or (319) 936-2154 or E-Mail addres:  buildsmall2@mac.com.  You should receive your 
welcome package in 2-3 weeks.  Thank you for your membership and welcome to your organization.
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