
 

 

 

 15 October 2018 

 

To All Current Active, Reserve, and Guard Loadmasters 

 

The Northwest Chapter of the Professional Loadmaster Association is hosting the 2019 Gathering of 

Loads Convention at the Hotel Murano, Tacoma, Washington, July 24 – 28, 2019.  By attending the 

convention, you will have an opportunity to come together and obtain valuable information regarding 

your duties and functions as a Loadmaster, as well as develop an understanding of USTRANSCOM 

(including assets from other services such as the Marine Corps, Navy or Coast Guard), and Major 

Commands such as AMC.  We will be inviting the current top Air Force Loadmasters from the Air 

Mobility Command Headquarters Staff, Air Force Personnel Center, and Major Commands.  

Additionally, during the 4-day convention you will have the opportunity to have one-on-one and one-on-

group question and answer discussions regarding you career, assignments, promotions, and other topics.  

Exhibitor booths will also provide information, resources, and giveaways. 

 

TDY Funding:  We encourage all eligible Loadmasters to work with their supervisors and commanders 

in an attempt to get full TDY funding to attend the convention.  We will be hosting several professional 

development seminars during the gathering which should encourage supervisors and commanders to send 

Loadmasters TDY for their professional development.  If full funding is not available, see the Permissive 

TDY section below. 

 

Permissive TDY:  Eligible Loadmasters (Active Duty, Reserve, Guard, and DoD Civilians) are 

authorized to attend the convention under Permissive TDY (PTDY) authorization, if your unit 

commander approves your request.  They can authorize up to 10 days of PTDY.  This is a Non-Funded 

TDY, but there are some advantages.  The benefits of Permissive TDY are: you can travel Space-

Available on DoD flights, you are not charged leave, you are not part of your units 10% leave pool, and 

you get to attend some professional development seminars from senior Loadmasters around the Air Force. 

 

Reference:  AFI 36-3003 Table 4.5, Rule 6, states that unit commanders may approve permissive TDY to 

attend meetings or seminars sponsored by non-Federal technical, scientific, professional (e.g., 

medical, legal, ecclesiastical, IT, and mechanical) societies and organizations, so long as the meeting 

or seminar has a direct relationship to the member’s primary military duties and clearly enhance his or her 

value to the Air Force. 
 

Please join us in Tacoma for a rewarding and exciting time with Loadmasters from around the world.  If 

you have any questions about the convention, please contact Daniel Denman at (360) 265-3712, or 

danieldenman@hotmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Disney 

President, Professional Loadmaster Association 
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